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Synopsis

The sixth edition of American National Security has been extensively rewritten to take into account
the significant changes in national security policy in the past decade. Thorough revisions reflect a
new strategic context and the challenges and opportunities faced by the United States in the early
twenty-first century. Highlights include:a ¢ An examination of the current international environment
and new factors affecting U.S. national security policy makinga ¢ A discussion of the Department of
Homeland Security and changes in the intelligence communitya ¢ A survey of intelligence and
national security, with special focus on security needs post-9/11a ¢ A review of economic security,
diplomacy, terrorism, conventional warfare, counterinsurgency, military intervention, and nuclear
deterrence in the changed international settinga ¢ An update of security issues in East Asia, South
and Southeast Asia, the Middle East, Sub-Saharan Africa, Russia and Central Asia, and Latin
America and the Caribbeana ¢ New material on globalization, transnational actors, and human

securityPrevious editions have been widely used in undergraduate and graduate courses.
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Customer Reviews

"The necessity of continually reappraising strategy in shifting international and domestic
environments makes it essential that policymakers and the attentive public alike have a clear
understanding of the fundamental policy and process challenges that confront the nation. The
authors of this sixth edition have provided a timely and valuable contribution toward gaining that

understanding." (James Schlesinger, former Secretary of Defense, from the foreword)



"A classic text, widely used in universities... It does an exemplary job of explaining the process of
defining and implementing national security objectives. Hardly any significant subject is omitted from

this very rich and readable volume." (Foreign Affairs)

This is the sixth edition of a graduate level textbook. There are five sections, the first three of which
pertain to U.S. national security policy making in theory and in practice. The text was published
around the time Barack Obama became president, so these three sections are still instructive. The
fourth section is a series of primers on various regional security issues. This section is becoming
increasingly dated as events pile on events. The fifth section is basically a look ahead which, while
prescient on everything except energy security, also needs updating.To be clear, this is a laborious
read. There are discussion questions at the end of each chapter; it’s clearly a teaching tool.
However, if one wants to truly understand the complexities of U.S. national security, reading this will
do wonders. | think that universities will gradually move away from it as time goes on, though,

unless a new edition comes out.

Textbook for a graduate class. Well written and good concepts, but | would never read this sans the

class.

Great product and fast shipping.

It's good

Spine breaks easily

| learned a lot from this book for my college class, but | wasn’t too thrilled with it. It spoke a lot about

policy and was basically page after page of tiny print text.

Delivered quickly and book was in excellent condition. | strongly recommend using this seller if you

are in need of an item that is being sold.

This was a required text for one of the classes in my master’'s program. Not only was this book more

valuable than the lecture for that particular class, | referred to it often for other projects throughout



my studies. Keeping in mind that this is more of a *reference book* rather than one to read cover to
cover, it is *indispensable* for graduate level studies in public and international affairs from the U.S.

point of view.
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